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XXXXXX AGENOY |

The Comptroller Genersl
of the United States
Washington %5, D. C.

Denr Bir:

It has eome to my attention that thers is some doubt inm the minds of
this Agensy's Flasnes officials snd Authorised Certifying Offiesers with
reapact to the proper mmounts of quarters end cost of living allowsrces tu
be paid at olassified poets under the provisions of Buresu of the tudget
Cirgular No. A-8, Revised. The question ewrrently involved relates apec-
ifieally to payments which should be made to married employees.

I% has been our understanding that the inareassd allowsnoss at
classified posts are payable to married amployees (regardless of whebther or
not the wife resides at the post) or unmurried smployees with familiss at
thelir foreign posta, with omly the basle allowances payable to singls employ-us
without fumilies at the posts. Aesordingly, a married espleyse has auto-
matisally bosn gramted the inorsased slluwanses for both Quarters and Cost
of Iiving without taking Sinto gonsideration whether or not his wife lives
with him at the post. Of course, su eapleyes who is mot respomsible for Lue
support of s wife, Lecauss of death, divores, or other appropriate rsasuu:,
has been pald only the bmsic allowances unless mesders of his family were
present, It bas now been brought to our attentiomn that it may be jproper te
pay married smployees the inoreased allowanses only if their wives or asabers
of their fanilies are living with them. -

To mupport the interpretation aeretefore followed by thim office,
sbtention is invited to Appendix II, Ciroular No. A~B, Revised, which sete
forth the guarters allowsnces payable under the various iost elassifieations.
The inoreased allowsnoes muthorixed hy this appendix are payable tc amployse:
who are "married, or urmerried with fanily™, and the basic allowances sre
payakle teo employees wio are “single, without family®. ciroular No. -8
Revised, stipulates thet "fmmily™ means the mother, father, ohildren, step-
children er sister of & married or unmarried employee liviag with the employes
st the foresign post. It is of primary importange to note that the dafinitisns
omits any msution of & Wife. It is alee %o be noted that the sost of Living
Allowance sohedules provide for allowsaees for peracnnsl “With Dependents®
snd "Nithout Dependents™. Purther, Standard Form No. 108D-Rev., Veucher ior
Allowsnces at Poreigan Fosts of Duty, walch has been prescribed for use in
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the payment of guarters and eost of living allowanoss, is so devised that
s sarried smployee who doos not have his wife livinmg with him at hie forei;»
post would have to sdd a sbetemsnt o that effect on the free of the forn
Defors it sould bs properly sertified snd presented fer payment. e
followling gertifioations appear om the fase of the form and ere te be checicec
by the smployee when he exeowtes hia slaim =7 am Warried, or ummarried,
and have living with me st the sbove-mentionsd post or station, eohildren, stepe
ehildrsn, mother, father or sister™ ane "I en wwwrried and have ne ohildren,
stepehildren, mothsr, father or sistar living with we at the sbhove-mentionad
post sr station™. It appears that if & married snployse 1z not entitled to
She inorsased allowanse, beosuse his wife doss not live with him, nofther
of the qwoted certifisations will provide the necessary informmation. The

% imstructions spen %5 indiecate that a married wasn who doss ot have
his wife residing with him is ertitled Lo the inoreased sllowsnce

It is assumed that xw husband would take the same status
for allowanse purposes as & o Your dwofsion of April 3, 1947 (3-65474)

S0 Mr, W. H. Rehrmazs, Authoriced Certifying Officer, Depertment of yriculturs,
has boen moted.

It will be spprecisted if you will render a dsclsien in thls matter
at the earliest possible dste. If you should rule thak & married ensloyes
mast have his wife at his foreiym post of duty in order to be entitisd Yo
the imeressed ailowsnees (in “he absenos of other members of his family} tnis
effice will immediately alter 1ts peyment prosedure in those few casos
affevted. In the event of such a ruliag, it is roguested thatl becsuse of thas
terataslogy oontaimed in Buresu of the Budget Cirsular ¥o. i-6, Revised,
this igenay be relieved of the respomsibility of pollecting payments mhiah
may met have bsen made in seoordanes with ysur sonelusion.

Very truly yours,
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R. H. BILLEEXOATTER
Beoar idmirsl, USY
pirestor of Central Intelligerwce
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